10th Grade Research Project

Step 2

A well written thesis statement should lead to a paper that is similar to a five paragraph essay except… it is more like a five section essay. You should think of each section of your paper as its own smaller essay. Introduce your thesis/topic sentence at the beginning of each body section, argue it and prove it, relate it to the research question (what you are trying to prove), and then transition into the next body section. The sections that have the thesis points (3-5) need multiple paragraphs in order to prove your point and provide focused information. You will end your paper with a conclusion that wraps up each of your body sections. 

This is a condensed outline for your paper:

I. Introduction
a. Introduce the topic and put it into context

b. Ask your research question in some form or fashion so the reader knows what you will be trying to prove

c. THESIS STATEMENT

II. Body Section #1
a. Introduce the first point of your thesis

b. Argue your point with focused paragraphs

c. Connect to the overall point and explain its importance

d. TRANSITION

III. Body Section #2
a. Introduce the second point of your thesis

b. Argue your point with focused paragraphs

c. Connect to the overall point and explain its importance

d. TRANSITION

IV. Body Section #3
a. Introduce the third point of your thesis

b. Argue your point with focused paragraphs

c. Connect to the overall point and explain its importance

d. TRANSITION

V. Any other body sections will take on the same format…
VI. Conclusion
a. Restate the main points of your argument and discuss how they relate; explain their importance 

b. Repeat the research “question”

c. Restate your thesis statement

d. Provide some variation of a concluding statement

